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Reducing our carbon footprint

We were horrified to discover recently just how many
companies still rely on advertising and promotions via
printed paper publications as opposed to online
newspapers and magazines. Publishing has an incredibly
high carbon footprint and is in fact one of the least
environmentally-friendly industries - in South Africa at
any rate. Hard copy publications require reams of

paper, which means more trees needing to be planted
and felled. South African pine plantations have
encroached extensively on grassland ecosystems. Pine
forests are not ecologically suited to African conditions

as we lack the correct micro-organisms to break down
pine needles into humus. Pine trees also make the soil
acidic so most indigenous plants do not grow below or
among trees; birds also avoid them. Printing processes
consume large quantities of earth-unfriendly ink. Then

all those publications need to get out to retailers,
subscribers, libraries and so on. Trucks used to
transport them use diesel or petrol, both fossil fuels,
increasing the |l oad on

By contrast, online
not require any of the above and are available online to
both local and international readers. This publication
can be downloaded for free, read online and circulated
electronically to your friends. We will continue to do our
bit to save the planet by keeping our publication
electronic.
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Time flies and ités hard to
year already. In South Africa, 21 June is the time of the
winter solstice when we have our shortest day in the
Southern Hemisphere.

From t he tor ds

We visited the Birdlife SA/SASOL Bird Fair in
Johannesburg during the first weekend in May, braving
some unseasonably wet weather (and quite a lot of
mud) at the Johannesburg Zoo. We met several
interesting people and had a very relaxing and
informative day out. Read our report -back on page 4.

Your e-zine is starting to promote environmentally -
friendly developments such as golf courses and eco
estates that are getting it right and becoming
sanctuaries and havens for birds and wildlife. This
month, we bring you Blair Atholl Golf Course in northern
Johannesburg- a facility dedicated to improving the life
of all visitors (not just the human ones!).

For those interested in bird behaviour, our feature this
month is on how - and perhaps more importantly - why
birds sing. Read our fascinating article on page 19.

While laid up with a stomach bug, | was reading an
environmental magazine and discovered to my horror
that approval has been granted to mine coal (via an
open cast mine) perilously close to Vhembe Nature
Reserve recorded as South African Important Bird Area
(IBA) No. 1. Not only is the mine a mere 5 km from a
World Heritage Site and actually on the property of two
proclaimed reserves, it also affects a Transfrontier
Conservation Area spanning Botswana, Zimbabwe and
South Africa. Of course,
Read our full report on page 24.
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Last but not | east, this
fronted Bee-eater, a rather interesting bird which, unlike
most of its kind, does not
feature is the ungainly and endangered White Rhino.

Until next time...

Bronwyn

Bronwyn Howard: Editor
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